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Honka built a neurosurgical clinic in Japan 

A rare inpatient clinic made of logs has recently opened in Japan, in Gotemba, Shizuoka Prefecture. Director 
Takahiro Maeda chose Honka to realize the world's f irst inpatient clinic made of logs.  The clinic was designed 
and constructed by Honka Japan Inc., together with its local partner Honka Resort Fuji Goko.  
 
The Maeda Neurosurgical Clinic , specializing in neurological treatments, consists of a main building of 1500 m2 and 
separate patient rooms, and is built entirely of solid logs of Nordic pine from Finland. In spite of its homelike 
atmosphere, the clinic offers very advanced treatments. The neurosurgical clinic has sophisticated special equipment 
for examining and treating the brain.  

 

   
Maeda Clinic made in logs in Japan.   Operation room in Maeda Clinic in Japan.  

 

Approximately fifty operations are performed each year at the 19-bed clinic, which also provides emergency 
treatment. The Maeda clinic has 25 staff members, five of whom are specialists. 

It was Dr Maeda's idea to select the natural and durable solid log as building material. According to him, patients who 
spend long periods of time in hospital need a relaxing and soothing environment to raise their spirits, which will have a 
beneficial impact on healing. Wood mitigates and absorbs sounds, making the clinic a quiet and harmonic place for 
patients to recover from brain surgery.  

Thanks to the properties of natural wood, the indoor air humidity at the clinic is always at the optimal level for 
promoting health – a log building is ideal especially for those who suffer from allergies or asthma. 
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Maeda Clinic briefly: 
- 8 rooms 
- 19 beds 
- surface 1500 m2 and a facade of 90 m 
- patient rooms are on the ground floor and office rooms are on the 1st floor 
- 1 operation room 
- 4 doctors 
 
Name of facility: Maeda Neurosurgical Clinic 
Location: 1871 Higashi-Tanaka, Gotemba City, Shizuoka Prefecture 
Constructor: Honka Resort Fuji Goko / Fuji Kikaku Co., Ltd. 
 
 

 
Patient room in Maeda Clinic. 

 

Homely, open patient rooms 

The clinic itself is a single-story building and easy for patients to move around in. The high ceilings of the waiting 
lounge and day rooms make the interior spacious. The patient rooms in their separate building each provide access to 
a balcony looking upon a wooded vista. 

Safety was one factor in the choice of building material: log buildings endure well the earthquakes. Honka has a lot of 
experience in earthquake-proof construction in Japan. The durable solid log is  
also fireproof. 

Honka has sold more than 3000 log buildings in Japan since its entry into the market in 1971. Its Japanese subsidiary 
Honka Japan has offices in Tokyo and Yamanakako and 20 model houses all over Japan. According to its CEO 
Marko Saarelainen, the Japanese value solid log because it is a natural, energy-friendly material and promotes good 
health. The fact that it is also proof against earthquakes and fires are also important selection criteria. 
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Director Takahiro Maeda  
1972 Graduated from the School of Medicine, Kobe University 
1972:Started as a neurosurgical resident at Toranomon Hospital 
1979 Certified as a neurosurgical specialist by the Japan  
         Neurosurgical Society 
1984 Appointed Director of neurosurgery at Yamato-Tokushukai Hospital 
1987 Earned Ph.D. from Juntendo University; chief advisor:  
         Professor Narabayashi) 
1989 Opened Maeda Neurosurgical Clinic 

Special areas of expertise: cerebrovascular disorders, subarachnoid hemorrhaging, cerebral aneurysms, brain 
tumors, head injuries, and stereotactic neurosurgery 

 

 

For further information please contact: 
Honka East & South Scotland , Richard Fyffe, Aberdeenshire  AB51 7PP, Tel 01330 833716, 
richard.fyffe@honka.com  
 
Honka South West & Wales , Mr Robert Clarke, Devon. EX32 8QA, Tel  01271 326343,  
robert.clarke@honka.com 
 
For Ireland : 
Mr Peter O’Mahony, GoodWood Solutions Ltd, Limerick, tel +353 61 748489, peter.omahony@honka.com  
 
 

 

 

Honka Group  is the world leader in the manufacture and marketing of genuine wooden houses and over 50 years, its 
products have been sold to more than 40 countries. Honka offers both family homes and leisure homes. The log 
houses are manufactured at the company’s primary factories in Karstula and Alajärvi. The main office is located in 
Tuusula. In 2008, the group’s turnover was MEUR 78, with exports accounting for approximately 60% of the total. The 
company has approximately 398 employees and a sales network covering 30 countries. Besides Finland, Honka has 
subsidiaries in Germany, France and Japan. Honka Group has a strong family tradition and the company’s B-shares 
are listed on the Small Companies listing of the OMX Nordic Exchange Helsinki. www.honka.com  
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